From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF ELECTION 

(PCT Rule 61.2) 


To: 

Commissioner 

US Department of Commerce 
United States Patent and Trademark 
Office, PCT 

2011 South Clark Place Room 
CP2/5C24 

Arlington, VA 22202 
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 

in its capacity as elected Office 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
14 February 2002 (14.02.02) 




International application Na 
PCT/ILOO/00473 


Applicant's or agent* s file reference 

00/20339 


Intemationai filing date (day/month/year) 
04 August 2000 (04.08.00) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
12 August 1999 (12.08.99) 


Applicant 

INBAR, Michael etal 



1. The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

I X| In the demand filed with the International Pretimlnary Examining Authority on: 

05 March 2001 (05.03.01) 

I I In a notice effectirig later election filed with the International Bureau on: 



2. The election was 

I I was not 

made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 



The Intemationai Bureau of WlPO 


Authorized officer 


34, chemin des Cblombettes 


AnneKARKACHI 


1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 




Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 


Telephone No.: (41..22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/331 (July 1 992) IL0000473 
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From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION CONCERNING 
AMENDMENTS OF THE CLAIMS 

(PCT Rule 62 and 
Administrative Instructions, Section 417) 


To: 

Connnnissioner 

US Department of Commerce 
United States Patent and Trademark 
Office, PCT 

9ni 1 Qmith Plarl^ Plaro Rnom 
1 1 ouuin \^idriv ridi«c nuuiii 

CP2/5C24 

Arlington, VA 22202 
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 
in its capacity as International Preliminary Examining Authority 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
14 February 2002(14.02.02) 




International application No. 
PCT/ILOO/00473 


International filing date (day/month/year) 

04 August 2000 (04.08.00) 


Applicant 

INTERSAVING LTD. et al 



The International Bureau hereby informs the International Preliminary Examining Authority that no amendments under 
Article 19 have been received by the International Bureau (Administrative Instructions, Section 417). 



The international Bureau of WlPO 


Authorized officer 


34, chemin des Colombettes 


Anne KARKACHI 


1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 




Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 


Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 
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Copy f(yH^ International Searching Authority,(ISA/US) 
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From the INTERNA liONAL BUREAU 



PCT 



NOTIFICATION OF RECEIPT OF 
RECORD COPY 

(PCT Rule 24.2(a)) 



To: 



G. E. EHRLICH(1995) LTD. 

Ehrlich, Gal 

28 Bezalel Street 

52521 Ramat Gan 

ISRAEL 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

18 September 2000 (18.09.00) 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 

00/20339 


International application No. 

PCT/I LOO/00473 



The applicant is hereby notified that the International Bureau has received the record copy of the international application as 
detailed below. 

IMame(s) of the applicant{s} and State(s) for which they are applicants: 

INTERSAVING LTD. (for all designated States except US) 

INBAR, Michael etal (for US) 
International filing date 04 August 2000 (04,08.00) 

Priority date(s) claimed 12 August 1999 (12.08.99) 

29 October 1999 (29.10.99) 

Date of receipt of the record copy 

by the International Bureau 18 August 2000 (18.08.00) 

List of designated Offices 

AP :GH,GM,KE,LS,MW,IVIZ,SD,SL,SZ,TZ,UG,ZW 
EA :AM,AZ,BY,KG,KZ,MD,RU,TJ JM 

EP :ALBE,CH,CY,DE,DK,ES,FLFR,GB,GRJE,IT,LU,MC,NL,PT,SE 
OA :BF,BJ,CF,CG,CI,CM,GA,GN,GW,ML,MR,NE,SNJD,TG 

National :AE,AG,AL,AM,AT,AU,AZ,BA,BB,BG,BR,BY,BZ,CA,CH,CN,CR,CU,CZ,DE,DK,DM,DZ,EE, 

ES,F1,GB,GD,GE,GH,GIVI,HR,HU,IDJL,IN,IS,JP,KE,KG,KP,KR,KZ,LC,LK,LR,LS,LT,LU,LV,MA, 

MD,MG,MK,MN,MW,MX,MZ,NO,NZ,PL,PT,RO,RU,SD,SE,SG,SI,SK,SLJJJMJRJTJZ,UA,UG,U 

UZ,VN,YU,ZA,ZW 





Authorized officer: 


The International Bureau of WlPO 


34, chemin des Colombettes 


Athina Nickitas-Etienne 


1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 




Facsimile No. (41-22)740.14.35 


Telephone No. (41-22)338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/301 (July 1998) 



003528891 



Copy for the International Searching Authority (ISA/US) ' PCT/ILOO/00473 

Continuation of Form PCT/IB/301 ^ 
riFICATION OF RECEIPT OF RECORD 'Y 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

18 September 2000 (18.09.00) 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 

00/20339 


International application No. 
PCT/ILOO/00473 



ATTENTION 

The applicant should carefully check the data appearing in this Notification. In case of any discrepancy between these data 
and the indications In the international application, the applicant should immediately inform the International Bureau, 

In addition, the applicant's attention is drawn to the information contained in the Annex, relating to: 

time limits for entry into the national phase 
confirmation of precautionary designations 
requirements regarding priority documents 
A copy of this Notification is being sent to the receiving Office and to the International Searching Authority. 



□ 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



REC'D 1 0 MAY 2C02 



WIPO 



PCT 



A]>plicaiit's at agent's file refoence 



00/20339 



See Notification of Transmittal of International 
FOR FURTHER ACTION p^^^j,^ Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 



International application No. 
PCT/ILOO/00473 



International filing date (day /month/year) 
04 AUGUST 2000 (04.08.2000) 



Priority dale (day /month/year) 
12 AUGUST 1999 (12.08.2000) 



International Patent aassification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 

IPC(7): G06K 15/00: G06F 7/20 and US CL: 235/383, 380, 375 

Applicant 

INTERSAVING LTD. , . 



1. 



2. 



This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary 
Examining Authority and is transmitted to the appUcant according to Article 36. 

This REPORT consists of a total of^ sheets, including this cover sheet. 

|~1 This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings 
which have been amended and are die basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made 
before this Authority (see Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 0_ sheets. 



3, This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
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□ 


m 


□ 


IV 
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V 




VI 


□ 
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□ 


vm 


□ 
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GROUP 3600 

lustrial auDlicability ^ 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



ition 



Date of submission of the demand 
05 MARCH 2001 (05.03.2001) 



Name and mailing address of the IPEA/US 

Committioner of Pscents and Trademarks 
Box PCT 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

FacsimUe No. (703)305-3230 



Date of completion of this report 
14 MARCH 2002 (14.03.2002) 



Authorized oflicer 
ERIC W STAMBER 
Telephone No. 703-305-3900 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheei)(July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/ILOO/00473 



I. Basis of the report 



1 With regard to the elements of the international ^plication: 
the international plication as originally filed. 

the description: 

pages 1-26 as originally filed 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE • filed with the letter of _ 



the claims: 
pages 27-36 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 



as originally filed 
' , as ameided (together with any statement) under Article 
~, filed with the demand 

filed with the letter of ^ 



the drawings: 
pages 1-4 



pages NONE 



pages NONE 



as originally filed 

^ filed with the demand 

[ filed with the letter of . 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages NONE , as originally filed 



pages NONE 



2 With regard to the language, aU the elements marked above were available or tun^shed to Authonty m the 
l^^gf ^ ,lXrStional application was filed, unless otherwise -i-^-^er th.s^m^ 
^ elements were available or furnished to this Authority m the following language which is. 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule23. 1 (b)). 
n the language of pubUcation of the international appUcation (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of the translation fimrished for the purposes of inteniational preliminary examination(under Rules 
55.2 and/or 55.3). . , . 

3 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the internatwnal applicauon. the 
intemlLalpreliLiary examination was carried out on the bas^^ 

I I contained in the international appUcation in printed form. 

□ filed together with flie international application in computer readable form. 
I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written foim. 
I I furnished subsequenUy to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure m the 
intematianal application as filed has been fiimished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listingj 
has been furnished. 

4. Q The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages NONE 

I I the claims, Nos. NONE 

I I the drawings, sheets/^ NONE 
5 n TOsreporthasbeenesU*Ushedasif(someo0.hean^ndmentshadnotbeenmad..sincetheyhavcbeenc^^^ 
beyond the disdosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 



, filed with the demand 
, filed with the letter of 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box 1) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/ILOO/00473 



V. Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement ■ 

1. STATEMENT 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-47 YES 

Claims NONE NO 



Inventive Step (IS) 



Claims 1-47 



Claims NONE 



_YES 
NO 



Industrial Applicability (lA) 



Claims 1-47 



Claims NONE 



YES 

NO 



2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 

Claims 1-47 meet the criteria set out in POT Artide 33(2)-(4), because the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest automatically 
granting bonus points to a user at a retail terminal. 

NEW CITATIONS 



FormPCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (July 1998) 



4 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Imemaiional application No. 

PCT/ 1 LOO/00473 



J CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJEC l MATTER 

1PC(7) : CX)6K 15/00; C306F 7/20 

(IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
U.S. : 235/383.380,375 



Documentation searched other than minimum 



documentation lo the extent that such documents are included in the fields searclu 



Electronic data base 



consulted during the international search (name of data base and. where practicable, search terms used) 



-Q. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category * 



A 

A 
A 



ritation of d ocument, with indication, where app ropriate, of the relevant passaged 

■ — . to k< A vr inno /I S 10QQ\ <*nfirR document 



i^iiaiion m uuv>uix«^i*fc» w^^^mm , — — * — 

us 5 905.246 A (FAJKOWSKI) 18 MAY 1999 (18.05.1999). entire document 
US 5.923.016 A (FREDREGILL at al) 13 JULY 1999 (13.07. 1999). entire document 
US 5.380.991 A (VALENCIA et al) 10 JANUARY 1995 (10.01 x995). enti.. Jocument 



Relevant to claim '. 



1-42. 44-47 
1-42. 44-47 
1-42. 44-47 



n Further documents are listed in the conlinualion of Box C. □ See patem family annex. 



-A" 
-E" 

-o- 

-P- 



Special categories of cited documcms: 

doctimem denning fhe general stoic of ihe art which is not considered to \k 
of particular relevance 

cariier application or patent published on or after the imemaiional filing date 

document which may throw doubts on priority clainKs) or which is cited lo 
esublish the publication date of another citation or other special reason (as 
q)eciriecD 

document referring to an oral disclosure, use. exhibition or other means 

document pitblished prior to the iniemaUonal filing date but later than ihc 
priority date claimed 



later document published after the international filing date or pr 
date and not in conflict with the applicaUon but cited to undereu 
principle or theory underlying the invention 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inveniiv 
when the documcni is taken alone 

document of panicular relevance; the claimed imcniion caimoi 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such combir 
being (*vious to a person skilled in the an 

document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of ihe international search 



01 DECEMBER 2000 (01.12.2000) 
Name and mailing address of the ISA/ US 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Box PCT 

Washington. D C. 20231 

Facsimile No. (703)305-3230 



Date of mailing 



Stht 
8 



the inieniational search report 

■ 2001 , 



[ 1 • 



Authorized officer ^ 
JAMES TRAMMELL * 
Telephone No. 703-305-3900 



t 



Fonti PCT/lSA/210 (second sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Intemacianal a|yplicatioii No. 
PCT/ILOO/00473 



Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of Item 1 of first sheet) 



This inteinatiooal report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2Ka) Tor the following reasons: 

I, I I QaimNos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be seaicbed by this Authority, namely: 



2. 



□ 



6.4(a). 



Claim Nos.: 43 

because they relate to pans of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to 
such an exteau that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 

Claim 43 recites The system of claim 41, wherein said vendor system". There is no 
antecedent basis for a vendor system in claim 41 or claim 37. 

Claim Nos.: 

because they are d^>endent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 



Box H Obsenrations where unity of invention Is lackii^ (Continuation of Item 2 of first siieet) 



This international Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this intematianal application, as follows: 



2. 



3. 



□ 
□ 
□ 



As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all 
sear^iable claims. 

As all seardiable claims could be searched ^thout effort justilying an additional fee. this Authority did not invite 
p^ment of any additional fee. 

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this intemati<Hial search 
report covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. 



□ 



No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report 
is restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark cm Protest 



I { The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 
I I No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet(l)) (July 1998) 



^[^ENT COOPERATION TREA-^ 



To* 

G.E. EHRLICH (1995) LTD 
EHRLICH. GAL 
28 BEZALEL STREET 
52 521 RAMAT GAN 
ISRAEL. 52521 



RECEIVED 
18 JAN 2001 



PCT 



NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
OR THE DECLARATION 

(PCT Rule 44.1) 




Applicant 
INTERSAVING LTD 



• 11 -i «,^hQ from the dale of iransmiital of Ihe 

Where^ Direclly «o the International Bureau of WlPO 
Where, uireny 34. chemin des Colombettes 

121 1 Geneva 20. Switzerland 
Facsimile No.: (41-22)740.14.35 

For more deuiled instn«:.ions. see the nces on the accompanying sheet. 

□ ^appnca.isHe..y«.ineatHa..i— ,searc.rep^.n^esta..i.eaan..Hat^ 

^ Anicle 17(2)(a> to that effect is transmitted herewith. 

n ^ ..^ — "» """"" " " 



Further acu<mis): api*ii*'«i» 

Shot.. a«erlSmonU.f«»n the pHoHty date. the i«^^^^^^^^ 

'%^he applicant wishes .o .v«^^^^ Tpr^v'S.d in rules 90 . a«l 90 3. respect.ve.y. before the 

-rsrp:^^.re^^r^^^^^^^^ 

J„;Om».h.fro..eprioH.y-^^^ 

^;Lrrrar.:^lra^::^r .ty are n« hound hy Chapter U. 



Name and mailing address ot tiie ISA/US 

Commissioner of Paienis and Trademarks 
Box PCT 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

, Fa r..imile No. (70 3)305-3230 

Form PCT/ISA/220 (July 1998) 



Authorized officer 11 
JAMES TRAMMELL Po^'U^ H^i>VX^{ 
Telephone No. 703-305-3900 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Box I Observations where certain claims were 



^^national application No. 
PCT/1 LOO/00473 



found unsearchable (Continuation of Item 1 of first sheet) 



This international report has not been esubhshed in respect of certain 



claims under Article 17(2)(a) tor *e following reasons: 



^ SSTse^ey relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, n^^^^^^ 



SiusT^ey reL to parts of the intentational application that do not comply with Jhe prescribed requirements to 

^il^^ZT^fC:^ . no 

antecedent basis for a vendor system in claim 41 or claim 37. 



3. I I Claim 



Nos. : 



because they are dependent claims and are not 



drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 



6.4(a). 



Boxn Observations where unity 



of invention is lacidng (Continuation of Item 2 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority 



iiy found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 



1. □ 



AS all required additional seareh fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international seareh report covers all 
, □ r™irclaimscouldbesearehedv.thoute.ortjustify^ 

□ :rof":ad.t.o„al search fees were timely paid by the applicant .is intentional seareh 

• ^ ^ covTrs only thoTe claims for which fees were paid, specifically clanns NOS.: 



imely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this intentational seareh report 



A I I No reauired additional seareh fees were tiin , . ^ ^ , • ki 

^ Ts restriaed to the invention first mentioned in the claims: it is covered by claims Nos. 

Remark on Protest □ The additional seareh fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

□ No protest accompanied the payment of additional seareh fees. 



Form PCT/lSA/210 (continuation of first sheet(l )) tJuly 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/I LOO/00473 



Box III TEXT OF THE ABSTRACT (Continuation of Item 5 of the first sheet) 



A system for granting bonus point to a plurality of consumers is provided. The system 
includes: (a) at least one database server (12) being configured so as to grant a predetermined value 
of bonus points upon indentifying information pertaining to a product; (b) at least one checkout 
register system (14) being for providing said information pertaining to said product upon purchase 
of said product; and (c) a plurality of user clients (16) each being capable of independently 
communicating with said at least one database server (12) and said at least one checkout register 
system (14), each of said plurality of user clients (16) being operable by a user and being for 
relaying said information pertaining to said at least one database server (12) so as to grant the user 
with said predetermined value of bonus points. 
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